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Members 
Present: 

Councillors L Mead (Chairman), I Hadley, S Heather and T Matthews 
 

Other 
Councillors: 
 

Councillors C McCann 
 

Officers In 
Attendance: 
 

David King (Licensing Manager), Nathalie Boateng (Service Manager 
(Legal) & Monitoring Officer), Gary Woodhall (Team Manager - 
Democratic & Electoral Services), Debbie Houghton (Licensing 
Compliance Officer) and Steven Mitchell (PR Website Editor) 
 
 

 
 
A RECORDING OF THIS MEETING IS AVAILABLE FOR REPEATED VIEWING 
 
 

16 WEBCASTING INTRODUCTION  
 
The Chairman made a short address to remind everyone present that the meeting would be 
recorded and would be capable of repeated viewing on the internet, which could infringe their 
human and data protection rights. 
 

17 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
There were no declarations of interest made pursuant to the Council’s Code of Member 
Conduct. 
 

18 PROCEDURE FOR THE CONDUCT OF BUSINESS  
 
The Sub-Committee noted the agreed procedure for the conduct of business and the Terms of 
Reference. 
 

19 APPLICATION FOR A PREMISES LICENCE AT BLISS HEIGHTS, 140 LONDON ROAD, 
ABRIDGE, RM4 1XX  
 
The three Councillors that presided over this application were Cllr L Mead (Chairman), Cllr I 
Hadley and Cllr S Heather. In attendance for the application were Mr U Hussain (Applicant) 
and Mr J Legge (Applicant’s Agent). In attendance for the Environmental Health Team were L 
Coveney and N Glasscock. The following residents who had objected to the application were 
in attendance: 

       Mrs L Mason; 
       Mr J Morgan; 
       MrR Ellis; 
       Mr G Cootes; 
       Mrs J Cootes; 
       Mrs K Wilson; 
       Mr D Wilson; 
       Ms P Stone; 
       Ms J Eves; 
       Ms R Mitchell; 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLG6IsqvS9wq20R6E3AVc-NBUO-Q5g_H1H
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       Mr A Hotenpow; 
       Mr B Goode; and 
       Mr Harris. 

Also in attendance was the ward Councillor Cllr C McCann, representing a further three 
residents. 
  
The Licensing Team Manager, D King, introduced the application for a premises licence at 
Bliss Heights, 149 London Road in Abridge. The application was for the provision of Lice 
Music, Recorded Music, Late Night Refreshment and anything of a similar nature to Live 
Music, Recorded Music and Performance of Dance between the hours of 12.00pm to 11.00pm 
on Mondays to Wednesdays, 10.00am to 11.00pm on Thursdays and Sundays, and 9.00am to 
12.00am on Fridays and Saturdays. The opening hours of the premises was requested to be 
9.00am to 11.00pm on Mondays to Thursdays, 9.00am to 2.00am on Fridays and Saturdays, 
and 10.00am to 11.00pm on Sundays. 
  
D King reported that a considerable number of representations had been received in relation 
to this application, including from the Council’s Community Resilience and Environmental 
Health Teams, Lambourne Parish Council and 71 local residents. Three responses from 
statutory consultees had also been received but none had any comments to make. 
  
The Applicant’s Agent made a statement in support of the application and addressed the two 
primary issues arising from the objections: noise disturbance and road safety in the vicinity of 
the premises. It was highlighted that an alcohol licence was not being applied for and if alcohol 
was requested for an event then a Temporary Event Notice would be applied for. It was 
emphasised that the applicant would be providing a specialised service and had successfully 
developed similar premises elsewhere. The Sub-Committee and the Objectors then asked a 
number of questions regarding the application. 
  
The Environmental Health Officers referred the Sub-Committee to their representation, 
including a number of suggested conditions for the premises. Cllr C McCann made a 
representation on behalf of the three local residents that he was representing, followed by 
representations from a number of the objectors in attendance, which highlighted the potential 
noise and traffic issues. There were no questions for the objectors in attendance from either 
the Sub-Committee or the applicant.  
  
Cllr C McCann made a closing statement on behalf of the objectors, followed by the 
applicant’s agent on behalf of the application. The Sub-Committee retired to consider the case 
accompanied by the Team Manager for Democratic & Electoral Services and the Council’s 
Solicitor. No issues of law or policy arose during the Sub-Committee’s deliberations, and 
therefore the Officers were not required to offer advice. The Sub-Committee considered the 
representations that had been made in relation to the application, the four licensing objectives, 
the relevant sections of the Council’s Licensing Policy, and Government guidance.  
  
The Sub-Committee returned to inform the participants of its decision, and all participants 
were reminded of their right of appeal to a Magistrates Court within 21 days of this decision. 
  
            Resolved: 
  

(1)        That the application for a Premises Licence for Bliss Heights at 140 London 
Road in Abridge be refused for the following reasons: 
  

(a)        the applicant had failed to demonstrate how public safety would be 
maintained on the site; 
  
(b)        the applicant had failed to demonstrate how highway safety would be 
maintained when entering and exiting the site for events; 
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(c)        insufficient information had been provided of the mitigation measures 
for the prevention of public nuisance to residents in relation to noise 
disturbance; and 
  
(d)        insufficient information had been provided of the measures to ensure 
the protection of children from harm. 

 
20 EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS  

 
The Sub-Committee noted that there was no requirement to exclude the public and press from 
the meeting. 
 
 
 
 

CHAIRMAN 
 


